Tor cumbing.

The lava cave continues for about one kilometre before you reach a
fenced off research site that prevents further progress towards the
show cave. The cave is a single tube that varies in size from 10-20m.
Although the cave is easy to explore with only a couple of easy
climbs, it is very hot and contains a lot of unpleasant white volcanic
ash dust, which is difficult to walk on and a pair of walking poles
proved very useful! After an hour exploring the eastern cave we did
not have enough time or energy to explore the western cave, which
should provide a through trip to the next entrance.

Charlie Bird

Matienzo—50 Years of Speleolog
The first British caving expedition to the Matienzo depression was led
by Lank Mills in 1970. Forty years later it therefore seemed appropri-
ate to commemorate that anniversary. However, as Spanish explora-
tion of the area had begun some ten years before the British expedi-
tions, it was decided to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Speleology
in Matienzo in 2010.

Expeditions have been held every year since 1970, and currently they
involve intense periods of exploration at Easter and in the summer,
with smaller-scale visits throughout the year. As well as the hundreds

The Derbyshire Fluffies entertaining the crowd outside the Bar
de German on the Sunday afternoon.
Mary Rooney
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of British cavers who have taken part over the years, cavers from
Spain, Denmark, Slovakia, Sweden, Holland and Italy have shared
the exploration of several large systems and many smaller ones: the
Matienzo web-site (www.matienzo.org.uk) now lists over 3400
sites of speleological interest. The longest systems in the area are the
Four Valleys System (54km), Cueva Vallina (31.7km) and the
South Vega System (31.6km).

The anniversary celebrations began on June 12th with a one-day
event at the Dalesbridge Centre in the Yorkshire Dales, which kindly
offered a discounted rate. It was attended by over 100 people who
were able to view a display of cave photos and surveys, and listen to
lectures on the cave systems, the history of how the expeditions be-
gan, the geomorphology and archaeology of the Matienzo depression
and cave-diving in the area. There was a tortilla competition, and the
day finished with a “stomp” and a raffle to raise funds for the anniver-
sary celebrations.

The events continued in Matienzo on August 7th and 8th. The main
centre for these was a hired marquee, where the display of photos
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